The Award Winning

Beaver Tales
July 2012

Newsletter for Beaver State Chapter 3 serving Oregon and SW Washington since 1950

Chapter 3 meeting Friday July 13th at Ernesto’s
Board Meeting: 10:30am
Meeting: 12:00pm
Speaker: 12:15pm

8544 SW Apple Way
Portland, Oregon 97225

LUNCH: $13

Columbia River Crossing
		 - The Abridged Version
Joe Gray, Assistant Director of Real Estate for Oregon Department of Transportation, is coming to give our chapter an update on the Columbia River Crossing.
This massive two-state project has been hot news as of late and obviously will
be a topic of great interest for our members. Don’t miss it.
Joe has had a long and distinguished career at ODOT. Starting in the construction and traffic sections in Region 5, he eventually became a Right of Way Agent
and then a Senior Agent before taking over the reins as the Region 5 Right of
Way Manager. Joe has also managed the Region 2 Right of Way department
and had been the Right of Way Manager for the Columbia River Crossing. Most
recently however, Joe has been chosen to serve as the new Oregon Department
of Transportation Assistant State Right of Way Manager. Joe’s broad experience
includes project management, acquisition, relocation and appraisal.

“WE did it” Ch 3 Beaver Tales Wins
2011 IRWA “Newsletter of the Year”
I want to thank every one who
has contributed to the Beaver Tales since
I came aboard and started editing the
newsletter. I was very honored to receive
the 2011 award for our chapter. I want to
thank the chapter chairs and volunteer
officials who have collaborated, offered
their stories, articles and insights to give
the valuable content that our readers have
come to enjoy. I personally want to thank
the team of folks who have supported me
in the labor of this task. Thank you Bob,
Leslie, Regina, Lori, Seth and Deb for your
valued input. It is my goal that each newsletter is better than the last. So, keep coming with the stories, articles and insights
and we should continue to stand in the
spotlight for years to come.

IRWA Chapter 3
Please RSVP
Shannon Fish at
IRWA_shannon@comcast.net

June 8th
Prize Drawing Results
Kala Gutierrez was not
present to win the $250
jackpot drawing.
Steve Fox won
the attendance free
lunch. Congratulations!
Potential New Member
Lunch Winner was
Tim O’Dell
Free lunch winner was
Dan Benson

June Lunch
Jackpot is $300
Good Luck!
Job Opportunity

Job opening in
Washington County
See page 3
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Chapter 3 had a phenomenal turnout for the 58th Annual
International Education Conference held in Seattle. At one
point I believe I had accounted for 27 members that were in
attendance.
The conference was rewarding for all, especially our Chapter newsletter, Beaver Tales, and its creator and editor, who
brought home the Newsletter of the Year Award.
“Congratulations are in order for Barry Bliss, Chapter newsletter editor, and his team.”
I also want to recognize the significant achievement and celebrate two of our very own SR/WAs that received recognition
for their recent achievement at the Annual SR/WA breakfast.
“Congratulations Robin Carlson, SR/WA and Steve Fox, SR/WA.”

The conference speakers and the educational sessions were very upbeat and informative. Lori Hathaway, Chapter 3 Education Chair, Dan Benson, SR/WA, Chapter Membership Chair, and I attended
some great sessions for incoming leadership and look forward to working with the rest of our board
to implement some innovative ideas.
As far as working with Chapter people, we want to promote a campaign of ‘Get Involved.’
I want to encourage you to contact Matt Gossett, Chapter 3 President-Elect, and get involved with
our chapter discipline committees. Ask him how you can get plugged in and learn more about our
chapter, this organization and/or a right of way discipline. He is supporting our committee chairs in
filling out their respective committees.
With summer in full swing I hope you all are taking some time to spend with family and friends.
We will be holding Chapter Board Meetings and
General Luncheons through both July and August.
We also have a couple of Environmental classes
coming up this month, July 17th & 18th. Check
out the rest of this newsletter and/or our website, www.irwachapter3.com
It was great to see such an amazing turnout
at the annual conference. As always, be on the
lookout for future gatherings and offerings in the
newsletter and/or on our chapter website. We
continue to offer some great opportunities to get
our chapter members together for education,
networking and fun.

Enjoy your summer…					
						
		

				

Jim

Job Posting
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RIGHT-OF-WAY AGENT
DEPARTMENT OF LAND USE & TRANSPORTATION

The career opportunity you have been waiting for is here with our Capital Projects
Management Division. Right-of-Way Agents acquire property rights for
right-of-way needed to construct county roadway and other projects and coordinate
right-of-way projects with federal, state and local agencies, engineering firms and
other county departments to ensure right-of-way requirements regarding land use
actions are in compliance with laws, rules and regulations.
Successful candidates will possess three years of experience and training utilizing the
principles and practices of right-of-way, including knowledge of information required
to obtain property rights, property law and practices, and financial principles and
methods in appraising land based on zoning. Experience and training in the
management of complex property transactions in acquisition, negotiation and the
relocation of displaced individuals and businesses is also required.
Pay range is $29.23 - $35.53 per hour. We offer a collaborative culture in which to
grow your career and a comprehensive benefits package.
Application period is June 29 through July 13, 2012
For more information and to apply on-line, please
visit our Human Resources page at

www.co.washington.or.us
or

Human Resources Division
155 N First Avenue, Suite 270
Hillsboro, OR 97124
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer with a commitment to a diverse workforce.
Women, minorities, veterans and people with disabilities are encouraged to apply.
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June Membership Meeting

Chapter
Updates

It was great having Jim Overcamp, co-founder and Vice President, of Epic Land solutions with us. Jim thank
you for the history lesson in right of way. What a great perspective Jim was able to share into how consulting
in right of way started. It was exciting to hear Jim explain
how the energy pipeline, in the 50’s, had a hand in the initiation of our industry. Jim also talked about the current right
of way trends and the advantages that public agencies and
engineering firms have in working with right of way consultants. Jim finished by sharing what he thought the right of
way consultant would be offering in the near future.
Thank you again Jim, you are welcome back anytime.
Chapter 3 President Jim Lingeman, SR/WA

Jim Overcamp, SR/WA sharing about the history
of right of way consultants

Mike McNeill, SR/WA

Ch 3 Vice President, Regina Thompson, SR/WA
handing Mike McNeill, SR/WA his award

Chapter 3 would like to congratulate Steve Fox and Mike McNeill, of Epic Land Solutions,
on the completion of their SR/WA designation. What an achievement! As you may know the
SR/WA is the most prestigious professional designation granted to IRWA members who have
achieved professional status through experience, education and examination in several right of
way disciplines.

Steve Fox, SR/WA

Ch 3 Vice President, Regina Thompson, SR/WA
handing Steve Fox, SR/WA his award

Education
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CREDENTIALLING
Credentialling Tidbits – Part II
The following bits of information regarding IRWA’s Generalist and Specialist certification programs will help clarify some of the
requirements and answer frequently ask questions.
This series will continue as a way of sharing answers to questions and requests received from members.
“I have taken a 3-day intermediate course with 24 units. The Generalist Career Path only allows a maximum of 16 units in each series
to be applied towards the course requirements for each level. What happens to the unused 8 units?”
The unused 8 units can be applied towards the next level that requires an intermediate course. It could also be applied towards the
elective under the same level. The same principle applies to all multi-day courses.
“Are course units the same as course hours?”
Yes. You get 8 units/hours per course day.
“I am a Chapter PDC Chair. How can I confirm whether a candidate is under the previous 2009-2010 SR/WA Designation Program or
under the current Generalist Career Path?”
You can request that the candidate provide you with a copy of his/her candidacy approval letter which shows the date of approval
or you can request this information by contacting Headquarters Education Staff. The 2009-2010 SR/WA Designation Program applies to those whose candidacy was approved on or before October 1, 2010. For those whose candidacy was approved after October 1, 2010, the 2010-2011 Generalist Career Path applies.
“How can I confirm whether a candidate has submitted the correct completion application?”
Candidates under 2009-2010 SR/WA Designation Program must submit the 2009-2010 SR/WA Completion Application.
Candidates under the Generalist Career Path must submit the 2010-2011 SR/WA Completion Application.
For any other questions regarding certification and designation, contact your local PDC Chair or Francis Vicente, Credentialing Manager, at vicente@irwaonline.org or (310) 538-0233 ext 123.

Education Courses for 2012!
July 17
C-603
Understanding Environmental Contamination in Real
Estate
Facilitator: Fred Walasavage
Site: Radisson, PDX
Coordinator: Linda Birth, SR/WA

September 14
C-802
Legal Aspects of Easements
Facilitator: Dan Beardsley, SR/WA
Site: Radisson, PDX
Coordinator: Dan Benson

July 18
C-604
Environmental Due Diligence and Liability
Facilitator: Fred Walasavage
Site: Radisson, PDX
Coordinator: Linda Birth, SR/WA

Make sure to check periodically www.irwachapter3.com for any course updates or
changes to the course schedule.
If you have any questions regarding future or current education courses you may reach Lori
at lhathaway@ufsrw.com or by phone at 503-399-8002.

Education
Updates
C-603 Understanding Environmental Contamination
in Real Estate
July 17, 2012
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* PLEASE NOTE: To ensure proper registration & credit, if registering for someone other than yourself, you MUST
use their log in information.
Or, to mail or fax:
Course Registration Form (U.S.)
Course Registration Form (Canada)
Start Date:
End Date:
No. of Days:
Course Level:
CEU Credits:
Class Time:
Tuition:
Sponsored By:

w
o
N
p
Sign U

Credentialing
07/17/2012
Generalist: An intermediate course that can be applied towards the
07/17/2012
ARWP, RWP or SR/WA program.
1 day
Specialist: Required course for the R/W-EC program.
Intermediate
8.00
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Member: $300.00 (includes $35 facility fee)
Non-Member: $365.00 (includes $35 facility fee)
Chapter 3

Course Description:

This course is geared toward right of way professionals who may face the issue of contaminated properties, focusing on
causes, effects and remedies of environmental contamination. This course emphasizes the importance of knowing the
behavior of contaminants in the environment, environmental liabilities and auditing processes, underground storage tank removal and contamination assessment, cleanup and closures. Participants will learn how to evaluate potential problems that
occur as a result of acquiring contaminated properties, and to evaluate, manage and minimize risks and liabilities.

FACILITATOR:

Fred Walasavage works for the Bonneville Power Administration in Portland, Oregon and has over 20 years of experience
working in the environmental field. He currently serves as the Program Manager for Environmental Land Actions within
Bonneville. His responsibilities include conducting all levels of environmental site assessments, conducting compliance
audits, negotiating environmental issues on real estate transactions, preparing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
documentation, conducting biological assessments, acquiring permits and general project management. He is the Chair
of the IRWA International Environmental Committee, past IRWA Chapter 3 President, and is a certified professional auditor
by the Board of Environmental, Health & Safety Auditor Certification. Fred has a MS Degree from California State University,
Chico and a BS Degree from Unity College, Unity Maine.

Who should take this course
This course is highly recommended for right of way practitioners, right of way and/or real estate departments and
agencies that contract for work with environmental contamination specialists/consultants.
COURSE COORDINATOR:
Linda Birth, SR/WA
3640 Southwest Logan Street
Portland, OR 97204
Phone: (503) 244-2429
Email: lbirth@msn.com

CLASS LOCATION:
Radisson Hotel Portland Airport
6233 NE 78th Court
Portland, OR 97218
Phone: (503) 408-3672

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Please contact the Course
Coordinator for suggestions
regarding local hotel
accommodations.

Education
Updates
C-604 Environmental Due Diligence and Liability
July 18, 2012
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* PLEASE NOTE: To ensure proper registration & credit, if registering for someone other than yourself, you MUST
use their log in information.
Or, to mail or fax:
Course Registration Form (U.S.)
Course Registration Form (Canada)
Start Date:
End Date:
No. of Days:
Course Level:
CEU Credits:
Class Time:
Tuition:

Credentialing
Generalist: An intermediate course that can be applied towards the
ARWP, RWP or SR/WA program.
Specialist: Required course for the R/W-EC program.

07/18/2012
07/18/2012
1 day
Intermediate
8.00
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Member: $300.00 (includes $35 facility fee)
Non-Member: $365.00 (includes $35 facility fee)

Course Description:
This course provides the right of way professional with an understanding of the environmental due diligence components. Participants learn to recognize when a due diligence report should be ordered, as well as how reports
should be analyzed.
FACILITATOR:

Fred Walasavage works for the Bonneville Power Administration in Portland, Oregon and has over 20 years of experience
working in the environmental field. He currently serves as the Program Manager for Environmental Land Actions within
Bonneville. His responsibilities include conducting all levels of environmental site assessments, conducting compliance
audits, negotiating environmental issues on real estate transactions, preparing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
documentation, conducting biological assessments, acquiring permits and general project management. He is the Chair
of the IRWA International Environmental Committee, past IRWA Chapter 3 President, and is a certified professional auditor
by the Board of Environmental, Health & Safety Auditor Certification. Fred has a MS Degree from California State University,
Chico and a BS Degree from Unity College, Unity Maine.

Suggested Prerequisites:
IRWA Course 600 “Environmental Awareness” (or equivalent), or have an environmental background

COURSE COORDINATOR:
Linda Birth, SR/WA
3640 Southwest Logan Street
Portland, OR 97204
Phone: (503) 244-2429
Email: lbirth@msn.com

CLASS LOCATION:
Radisson Hotel Portland Airport
6233 NE 78th Court
Portland, OR 97218
Phone: (503) 408-3672

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Please contact the Course Coordinator for suggestions regarding
local hotel accommodations.

Education
Updates
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C-802 Legal Aspects of Easements
September 14, 2012
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* PLEASE NOTE: To ensure proper registration & credit, if registering for someone other than yourself, you MUST
use their log in information.
Or, to mail or fax:
Course Registration Form (U.S.)
Course Registration Form (Canada)
Start Date:
End Date:
No. of Days:
Course Level:
CEU Credits:
Class Time:
Tuition:

09/14/2012
09/14/2012
1 day
Advanced
8.00
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Member: $300.00 (includes $35 facility fee)
Non-Member: $365.00 (includes $35 facility fee)

Course Description:
In this course, terminology and concepts are brought to life with examples and exercises. By gaining a thorough
understanding of all relevant legal considerations, right of way professionals become better equipped to avoid
future problems in the appraisal, acquisition and management of easements.
FACILITATOR:

DAN BEARDSLEY, SR/WA, has been involved in right of way and legal fields for over 30 years. He is the Right of Way Manager
for Dryden & LaRue, in Anchorage, Alaska. Over his career he has been a private right of way consultant, attorney, CATV
design and construction manager, contract and permits manager, and DOT regional Chief Right of Way. A member of the
Alaska Bar, author of three IRWA courses and numerous seminars on real estate law, easements, land titles and negotiations.
He is a past International President of IRWA.

Who should take this course:
This course is designed for experienced right of way professionals who are in need of information on the theory
and rationale of easements as to avoid future problems in the appraisal, acquisition and management of easements.

COURSE COORDINATOR:
Dan Benson, SR/WA
P.O. Box 873459
Vancouver, WA 98687
Phone: (360) 773-8334
Email: irwadan@bensonville.us

CLASS LOCATION:
Radisson Hotel Portland Airport
6233 NE 78th Court
Portland, OR 97218
Phone: (503) 408-3672

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Please contact the Course Coordinator for suggestions regarding
local hotel accommodations.
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Directory

Directory
Cont.
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Safety Advice
Night Driving
Reduce your speed and increase your following
distances. It is more difficult to judge other vehicle’s
speeds and distances at night.

Make frequent stops for light snacks and exercise. If
you’re too tired to drive, stop and get rest.

If there is any doubt, turn your headlights on. Lights
Don’t overdrive your headlights. You should be able to will not help you see better in early twilight, but
stop inside the illuminated area. If you’re not, you are they’ll make it easier for other drivers to see you. Becreating a blind crash area in front of your vehicle.
ing seen is as important as seeing.
If an oncoming vehicle doesn’t lower beams from
Avoid smoking when you drive. Smoke’s nicotine
high to low, avoid glare by watching the right edge of and carbon monoxide hamper night vision.
the road and using it as a steering guide.

Buckey’s Utility Corner
We are looking for people who work for a utility and could share
their knowledge with our readers. If you have a question to submit or
if you wish to submit a question and answer, we ask that you please
email our Utility Chair at: Kcarol50@gmail.com

Sample Question:
Why do Electric lines Humm?
Is it because they can’t sing? No, I don’t think so
Thank you for your consideration, we look forward to providing some
fun and valuable information to our readers.
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Board
Briefs
Beaver State Chapter 3, International Right of Way Association
Board Meeting Minutes for June 8, 2012
Ernesto’s Restaurant – 8544 SW Apple Way, Portland, Oregon

Call to Order: President Lingeman called the meeting to order at 10:46 a.m.
Determination of Quorum: President Elect Gossett determined that a quorum was present with
proxies.
OFFICER AND MEMBERSHIP REPORTS
Approval of April 2012 Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes as written was made and seconded,
unanimous approval.
President’s Report: No report given.
Vice President’s Report: No report given.
President-Elect Report: Matt Gossett suggests that he take the lead on the Committee Chairs and help them
prepare articles and reports while they pull together teams.
Secretary’s Report: No report given.
Treasurer’s Report: Jim Lingeman gives his report. A motion was made to accept the report and seconded,
unanimous approval.
Education Report: No report given but a question was raised about the Chapter’s new hardware. President
Lingeman states that the Chapter has purchased several computer and projector related items.
A motion was heard by Jim Lingeman to offer a 10% discount on fees associated with the remaining three
courses this year based on the discretion on the deadline dates from the Education Chair. The motion was
seconded with unanimous approval.
OLD BUSINESS:
Membership Report: Dan Benson gives his report. A gentleman by the name of Clayton Anderson from
Paragon is transferring from another chapter.
A motion is heard from Dan Benson to accept this member and seconded, unanimous approval.
Operating Manual Update: Leslie Finnigan speaks about some of the changes being made to the Operating Manual.
A motion was heard to change the amount of the Associate Member’s Fee to $25.00 per member. A motion was made and seconded.
Candidate reimbursement for passing the test is also eligible if they request. A motion was made and seconded.

Briefs
Cont.

pg 12

Survey Monkey: Regina Thompson speaks to the survey information she is using for the Chapter wide
information gathering process. A reminder will be added to the Chapter newsletter that the survey will
be going out soon.
NEW BUSINESS:
Conference Packet: Jim Lingeman speaks to the information contained in the Conference packet to the
Board.
Summer Event and Fall Seminar: Ideas and dates are forthcoming. Ideas are welcome and should be
sent to Leslie Finnigan.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Newsletter: Barry Bliss is asking for articles and ideas for the Newsletter. Committee chairs should be
submitting articles to Barry periodically and minutes should be submitted before the end of the month.
Please make sure email updates are being sent to Barry. Barry thanks Jo Ellen Jarvis for her participation.
Environment: John Hooson will be attending the International Environment Committee at the International Education Conference.
ADJOURNMENT: President Lingeman, adjourned the Board meeting at 12:02 PM.
Luncheon Speaker: Jim Overcamp from Epic Land Solutions speaks to the Chapter about the relationships between Local Public Agencies and consultants.
Jackpot: Tim O’Dell wins a free lunch for bringing in a new potential member. Steve Fox won the door
prize of some See’s chocolate. Dan Benson won a free lunch. And Kayla Gutierrez was the $250 jackpot
winner but was not in attendance to receive it.
Respectfully Submitted,
Matt Gossett, President Elect and Ken Hoffman, Secretary
IRWA Beaver State Chapter 3

Survey
Coming Soon
Chapter 3 will be sending out a
survey in the coming months.
Be on the look out for it.
We are looking for ways we can
better serve our members.

Dates &
Events
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Officers 2012
President
Jim Lingeman, SR/WA
jim.lingeman@gmail.com
360 909-0855

Vice President
Regina Thompson, SR/WA
rthompson@ufsrw.com
503 399-8002

President-Elect
Matt Gossett
matthew.c.gossett@odot.state.or.us
503 731-8425

Secretary
Ken Hoffman
Ken.S.Hoffman@co.multnomah.or.us

Awards/Recognition
Eilene Gehrke, SR/WA
eilene.gehrke@pacificorp.com
Asset Property Management
Steve Planchon
planchonconsulting@gmail.com
503 286-2216
Education Chair
Lori Hathaway
lhathaway@ufsrw.com
503-551-5552

Committee Chairs for 2012
Membership
Dan Benson, SR/WA
irwadan@bensonville.us
360 773-8334

Transportation
Rod Bliss, SR/WA
rodbliss@epicland.com
503 490-6933

Parliamentarian
Jerry Swan, SR/WA
Jerry.D.SWAN@odot.state.or.us
503 731-8443 work
aprilgswan2@comcast.net
503 231-7353 home

Utilities
Kayla Carol, SR/WA
KaylaCarol@PacifiCorp.com
503 813-6253

Environment
John Hooson, Vice Chair of
IRWA Environmental Committee
landsolutions1@frontier.com
503 439-9423

Professional Development
Linda Birth, SR/WA
linda.birth@portlandoregon.gov
503 823-7461
Co. Chair
John Deyo, SR/WA
john.deyo@portlandoregon.gov

Historian
Leslie Finnigan, SRWA
lfinnigan@ufsrw.com
503 709-1916

Newsletter, Publicity & Promo
Barry Bliss, Editor
bbliss@ufsrw.com
503 399-8002

Local Public Agency
Ken Hoffman
Ken.S.Hoffman@co.multnomah.or.us

Relocation Assistance
Regina Thompson, SR/WA
rthompson@ufsrw.com
503 399-8002

Meeting Coordinator
Shannon Fish
shannon@rowainc.com
503 644-3436

Treasurer
Shannon Fish
sfish@ufsrw.com

Survey and Engineering
Patrick Hinds, SR/WA
parick.j.hinds@co.multnomah.or.us

Pipeline
Vacant
Valuation
Jo Ellen Jarvis, MAI
jojarvis@jarvisappraisal.net
360-835-7070
Immediate Past President
Dawneen Dostert
dawneen_dostert@comcast.net
360 904-3187

pg 15

DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2012

IRWA
Update
ENTE
R
TO

Project of the Year Competition

WIN

Showcase your project and get national media exposure!

Everyone has an interesting project story. This is the
ideal time to tell yours.

The winner receives:
• Right of Way Magazine cover photo
• Feature article in November/December issue
• Three 2013 conference registrations
• Recognition at conference awards ceremony
• News media coverage
• Customized press release

Submission Guidelines
Deadline is July 31, 2012
In a word document, describe your project using the four
categories noted below. Include as many details as possible
to help differentiate your project from the other entries.
Include these categories in your project entry:
1) Describe the team. Outline how the project team was
assembled, which right of way categories were involved, any
special training or processes needed and your specific role.
2) Give the facts. Provide details about the budget, where
funding originated, why the project was needed, how the
schedule was established and who the project will benefit.
3) Explain your three biggest challenges. Identify the top
three unique challenges you faced and describe how you
were able to mitigate or overcome them.
4) Detail the deliverables. Explain why this project is
important, to whom and your role in achieving the budget,
schedule and/or expectations.

Projects that rank in the Top 10 will receive
news media exposure and editorial coverage
in Right of Way Magazine.
Whether your project is in the works or already
completed, any project with a right of way component
is eligible. If you entered your project in a previous
competition, you can re-enter it using the new criteria.
On your cover sheet, please include the project name,
your name, your company/agency and your email and
phone number. Your entry can range anywhere from
1,200 to 3,000 words (not including visual attachments
and captions). All submissions will be acknowledged by
email confirmation. If you have any questions, please
send them to magazine@irwaonline.org.

Three Ways to Submit:
Email to:

magazine@irwaonline.org

Fax to:

(310) 538-1471

Mail to:

Right of Way Magazine
Project of the Year Competition
19210 S. Vermont Ave.
Building A, Suite 100
Gardena, CA 90248

