
January 11th 
Prize Drawing Results 

Robin Carlson was not 
present to win the $400 

jackpot drawing.

Linda Birth won 
the attendance free 

lunch. Congratulations!

Glen Bridger won 
the potential new 

member free lunch. 
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IRWA Chapter 3 

IRWA Ed. Confrence
June 23-26 

Charleston, WV

January Lunch 
Jackpot is $425

Good Luck!

February 2013 Newsletter for Beaver State Chapter 3 serving Oregon and SW Washington since 1950

Please RSVP
Diane McLaughlin at

 dianemcirwa@hotmail.com

Region 7 Spring Forum

April 10 - 12, 2013
Portland, OR

The Award Winning

Beaver Tales
Chapter 3 meeting Friday February 8th at Ernesto’s

8544 SW Apple Way
Portland, Oregon 97225

LUNCH: $14

Board Meeting: 10:30am
Meeting: 12:00pm
Speaker: 12:15pm 

 The Columbia River Crossing project 
has made great progress over the last year 
since receiving a federal Record of Deci-
sion in December 2011 which validated 
the technical work to date and selected the 
preferred alternative. Work is now focused 
on advancing engineering, permitting and 
securing construction funding.

 A key component of the engineer-
ing and construction planning is the iden-
tification, characterization, and mapping of 
underground utilities. There are 19 utility 
providers and just less than one million 
lineal feet of utility infrastructure in the 
project area – the distance between Port-
land and Seattle. 

Columbia River Crossing 
Managing utilities on a bi-state multi-modal project

Beaver Tales
The Award Winning

 Project staff will give a project 
update and utilities presentation at 
the February 8, 2013 meeting of IRWA 
Beaver State Chapter 3. Design Engineer 
Daniel Teran will present the details 
of utility management for this bi-state 
project.  The presentation will include a 
look ahead to 2013, as the Oregon and 
Washington legislatures discuss state 
funding. State commitments are neces-
sary to secure federal transit funds and 
maintain the current schedule to begin 
early construction activities in late 2013. 

Article and pictures submitted by the CRC 
Communications and Public Outreach 
office. 
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Greetings,

Did you know that on February 2nd 1887, Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania celebrated their first Groundhog’s Day? Did 
you know that on February 12th 1973 the first metric road 
sign in the US was erected? Interesting history tid-bits…
But,

Do you know that the International Right of Way Asso-
ciation (IRWA) began in 1934 as the Southern California 
Right of Way Association (SCRWA) with approximately 
14 members under the leadership of Frank C. Balfour, 
who became the first president of the SCRWA. In 1938 a 
second chapter was formed in Northern California. These 
two chapters later incorporated as a nonprofit educational 
organization in 1946 as American Right of Way Associa-
tion (AROWA).  

We have a rich history and a bright future as an association and as a chapter. Our future can only 
get brighter when we work together. Come and take in, one of the chapter board meetings, held 
prior to our general meeting. Our board meetings are always open to chapter members. 

SAVE THE DATE - Spring Forum is coming to Portland, April 12, 2013 and will be hosted by Chap-
ter 3 at the Hilton Hotel Downtown. In conjunction with this Forum we are scheduling an Educa-
tion Symposium to be held April 10th and 11th. (Check our website for details) Start planning 
now to attend this exciting opportunity. 

I encourage the chapter membership and potential membership to bring your clients, colleagues, 
supervisor and/or manager to one of our Chapter General Meetings or special events. Help them 
realize the value of your IRWA and Chapter 3 membership.

Have a creative idea for holding an educational offering for your agency, employer or the chapter, 
a community service project, job fair or special offering you would like to see our chapter provide 
or participate in? Contact me or any of the elected officers and/or committee chairs. We are here 
for you. 

As always, be on the lookout for future gatherings and offerings in the newsletter and/or 
on our chapter website, www.irwachapter3.com. We are continuing to plan to offer some 
great opportunities to get our chapter members together for education, networking and 
fun.

Enjoy …             

Soon after, in the fall of 1950 the State of Oregon Department’s 63 member Right of Way club 
received its AROWA charter. The American Right of Way Association held its first National Edu-
cation Seminar in 1955. In June of 1958 the association went “international” with admission of 
the Ontario Chapter. During the 1960s the association had expanded to include the continental 
United States, Canada, Alaska and Hawaii. The SR/WA designation became effective in January 
1968. By 1980 the association had approximately 10,000 members and that spring the mem-
bership voted to amend the Articles of Incorporation to change the association’s name to the 
International Right of Way Association (IRWA).

Jim
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3 “Member Spotlight”
Louie Benedict, SR/WA
 
 Of all the routes to the IRWA, there’s only one we know of where the member 
had to swim aboard – in a manner of speaking. You see, Louie Benedict started at sea – 
in a manner of speaking.

 Benedict’s first jobs were as a steel worker on offshore drilling rigs at the Van-
couver shipyards, then upriver on the Columbia as a boiler maker on ship and station-
ary boilers at the Swan Island drydocks. After a stint, as he puts it, as a tire jockey at BF 
Goodrich, he was working at Pioneer Title in Vancouver, and no way was this a simple 
matter of jumping ship.

 “You can see the transition I made from pushing welding rods and steel plates 
to pushing paper and working around the opposite sex,’’ Louie recalls.  “In the beginning it was, needless to say, a chal-
lenging road.  Besides learning the milder language of the white collar works I learned how to read and write legal 
descriptions and learning how to change gears working with so many different personalities opened the door to infinite 
opportunities in the real estate industry.’’

  After spending eight years in the title insurance industry and ending as a Title Officer he took a one month leave 
to catch his breath and, “see where I would really like to take my life.’’

 He decided this real estate/land business was for him. An opening in the Clark County Assessor’s office came 
open, and Benedict applied for the job as a segregation (not the people kind) technician, cutting new parcels created by 
subdivisions, short plats and simple boundary line adjustments and other creative property divisions that were happen-
ing in Clark County at this time. 

 “This is where my path getting back in the class room began again,’’ he says. “I took appraisal courses at Clark Col-
lege so that I could become an appraiser for the Assessors Office.  I passed  my tests and became an Appraiser II, moving 
on up, and was actually making an income doing something with a future.  Right about this time I met a lady by the name 
of Valerie who I saw as the perfect woman to be my wife.  All I had to do was convince her of this.  She was an athlete as I 
was and we shared many common interests.  God, family and country.  Need I say more…?

 “It’s been a great 34 years,,,,,for both of us… skiing, hiking, camping, traveling, riding our Harley Road King as a 
wind in your face outlet to some fun biking events,  and now living on our 10 acres in east Clark County at the 1600 foot 
level and YES, we do get the deep snow.   What a ride it’s been.’’

 Louie’s first day at Clark County involved getting signed up as a county worker and Val’s first day was working in 
the personnel office and one of her jobs was signing up new hires.  “So she did know way more about me long before I 
knew much about her,’’ he says, with a laugh. 

 Turned out that Val was right out of California and, as Louie puts it,  “Wow…   As well as being blessed with a won-
derful wife, I have a 44 year old son who lives in Texas with his wife and a 7 year old daughter.  
 
 With family life set and started so well, the next for our man was a career to match and at this point Benedict em-
barked in right of way when an opening came up in the County Engineer’s Office, where they needed someone to read 
and write legal descriptions off construction plans to put on legal documents for negotiators to acquire property for road 
projects.   “You know the drill,’’ Louis sums up the tasks.

 He wound up in charge of the ROW department and the vault where all county survey records and history on all 
roads with in Clark County were safely stored.  “This was an incredible education and not one you could get in the class 
room,’’ he recalls. “After four years working in the section it was time to move on to something different and not to my 
choosing.’’

...continued on page 15

Louie Benedict, SR/WA
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 Welcome to the International Right of Way Association’s 59th Annual International Education Conference held 
in Charleston, West Virginia, at the Charleston Civic Center. We invite you to attend this valuable industry event and 
take advantage of the many educational and learning opportunities, as well as the networking events that have been 
planned just for you.Please feel free to contact us if you have any specific questions regarding the annual conference, 
and check our website often for updates regarding our plans as we continue mapping out your educational event of the 
year!

Sincerely, 
Your 2013 Conference Planning Committee

Ron Williams, SR/WA                    David Griffith, SR/WA                  Jade Yoong             Daniel Stekol 
2012 Conference Chair                   2012 Conference Chair               Event Manager                             Business Development Officer 
marbears@aol.com                     dfgriffith@aep.com                 yoong@irwaonline.org            stekol@irwaonline.org 
(304) 345-3005                     (304) 746-2745                 (310) 538-0233 x146           (310) 538-0233 x126 
  

Start planning today!

 SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday, March 12, 2013

Washington Hilton
1919 Connecticut Ave. NW 

Washington DC 20009 
(202) 483-3000

www.thewashingtonhilton.com

March 12, 2013

Online Registration Available in November!

***There will be NO onsite registration. All seats must 
be secured prior to the event. 

Registration closes on March 11, 2013, or when we 
reach 75 participants.

CANCELLATION POLICY:

Within 24 hours from the time of registration, you will 
be refunded 100% of your registration fee. Beyond 24 
hours, and through March 1, 2013 you will be refunded 
your registration fee, less a $75 administrative fee. 

Due to limited seating at this event, beginning March 2, 
2013, there will be no refunds for cancellations. 

*A one-time substitution will be allowed at no charge.
**All refunds or substitutions must be requested in writ-
ing. 

For more information about the Federal Agency Update, 
please contact: 

Jade Yoong 
Meetings & Events Manager 

yoong@irwaonline.org 
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Course Date Course # Course Name Facilitator Location

2/12/13 C403 Easement Valuation Norman Lee, SR/WA, 
RW-AC

Radisson, Portland

3/19/13 C503 Mobile Home Relocation Brad Thomas, 
SR/WA, RW-RAC

Doubletree, Salem

3/20/13 C505 Advanced Residential Relo Assist Brad Thomas, 
SR/WA, RW-RAC

Doubletree, Salem

4/23-24/13 C205 Bargaining Negotiations Ed Opstein, SR/WA, 
RW-NAC, RW-RAC

Radisson, Portland

5/14-17/13 C421 Valuation of Partial Acquisitions Donald Sherwood, 
SR/WA

Radisson, Portland

June, 2013 C219 Intro to Presentation, Instruction 
and Facilitation

Carol Brooks, SR/WA Radisson, Portland

July, 2013 C600 Environmental Awareness Fred Walasavage, 
SR/WA

Radisson, Portland

September, 2013 C100 Principles of Land Acquisition

October, 2013 C304 When Public Agencies Collide

November, 2013 C901 Engineering Plan Development and 
Application

November, 2013 C902 Property Descriptions

Please watch Chapter 3's and IRWA's websites for more information about these classes as 
it becomes available.  To register, please visit irwaonline.org.

Respectfully submitted by Lori Hathaway, Chapter 3 Education Chair, 12/5/12.

Chapter 3
2013 Education Schedule

Updates

Expedia.com and other travel sites provide some other lodging options for less money than the Downtown 
Hilton.  Try the Courtyard Convention Center and take the Light Rail to the Hilton.  You will have to walk 
3 blocks to catch the train.  Other hotels in the Convention Center/Lloyd Center area are close to light rail 
stops and the ride is only about 15 minutes to the Hilton confrence center.  Check out the Light Rail Lines at   
http://trimet.org/go/cgi-bin/plantrip.cgi

April 10 - 12, 2013
Downtown Hilton Hotel - Portland, OR

921 Southwest 6th Avenue, Portland, OR 97204
(503) 226-1611

Hotel Accommodations for the Spring Symposium and Forum 

$140.00 a night 

for a limited time

The Hilton has a block of rooms held for our conference until March 10, 2013. After that date the 
confrence price of $140 will increase. Make sure you take every opportunity to book your room for 
the Spring Symposium and Spring Forum today.
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* PLEASE NOTE:  To ensure proper registration & credit, if registering for someone other than yourself, you MUST 
use their log in information.

Or, to mail or fax: 
Course Registration Form (U.S.) 
Course Registration Form (Canada)

Start Date:                  02/12/2013
End Date:                    02/12/2013
No. of Days:                1 day
Course Level:              Intermediate
CEU Credits:                8.00
Class Time:                  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Tuition: 
•  Early Registration (on or before 1/15/13): Member: $250.00, Non-Member: $315.00 (includes $35 facility fee)
•  Standard Registration (on or after 1/16/13): Member: $300.00, Non-Member: $365.00 (includes $35 facility fee)

Course Description:   
This course is taught as a practical, hands-on course.  Participants will learn specific methods and procedures to measure and 
value property before and after an encumbrance, as well as damages, if any result.

Topics: 
The nature of easements, bundle of rights, easements v. licenses en gross v. appurtenant, creation/duration, residuals and 
reversion interests ~ The two approaches to valuation: Before and After (Federal Rule), value of the art taken plus damages 
(State Rule) ~ Steps in the appraisal process (State Rule): how to value the whole larger parcel: when the taking is typical 
of the whole; when the taking is not typical of the whole; how to value the part taken; use of paired sales; the “Three R’s” ~ 
Damages, severance, cost-to-cure, change in highest and best use, increased cost of operation, restraints upon future devel-
opment ~ How to value temporary easements ~ Appraisal of special easements, scenic, slope, flood, flowage, air rights, and 
others 

FACILITATOR:  
NORMAN H. LEE, SR/WA, RW-AC, is the owner of Blue Star Valuation, a private appraisal firm in Montana. He was formerly 
Chief Appraiser for the National Park Service-Alaska Region. Over the past 34 years Mr. Lee has gained extensive appraisal 
experience appraising a wide variety property rights throughout the mid-Western and Western US and Alaska. His specialties 
include the valuation of partial acquisitions, conservation easements, highway rights-of-way, and pipeline and transmission 
line right-of-ways. Mr. Lee has been an IRWA instructor since 1982 and was on the faculty of Montana College as an instructor 
of real estate courses.

Who should take this course:
This course is designed for right of way professionals who are in the appraisal field. 

C-403 EASEMENT VALUATION 
February 12, 2013

Sign Up Before 

1/16/13 for $50 off

COURSE COORDINATOR:
Seth Hemelstrand
PO Box 2354
Salem, OR 97308-2354
Phone: (503) 399-8002
Fax: (503) 399-8003
Email: shemelstrand@ufsrw.com

 CLASS LOCATION:
Radisson Hotel Portland Airport
6233 NE 78th Court
Portland, OR 97218
Phone: (503) 251-2000

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Please contact the Course 
Coordinator for suggestions 
regarding local hotel 
accommodations. 

AQB Credits: 
We are working toward getting this course reviewed and approved by The 
Appraiser Qualifications Board (AQB) for CE credits.  Please check with course 
coordinator for more information.

pg 6
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* PLEASE NOTE:  To ensure proper registration & credit, if registering for someone other than yourself, you MUST 
use their log in information.

Or, to mail or fax: 
Course Registration Form (U.S.) 
Course Registration Form (Canada)

Start Date:                  03/19/2013
End Date:                    03/19/2013
No. of Days:                1 day
Course Level:              Intermediate
CEU Credits:                8.00
Class Time:                  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Tuition: 
•  Early Registration (on or before 2/19/13): Member: $250.00, Non-Member: $315.00 (includes $35 facility fee)
•  Standard Registration (on or after 2/20/13): Member: $300.00, Non-Member: $365.00 (includes $35 facility fee)

Course Description:   
This course is designed for the experienced practitioner involved in providing relocation assistance to mobile home occupants, 
either as owners or tenants of the coach and/or-site. The course covers mobile homes, real or personal property, categories of 
mobile home displaces and general relocation benefits for mobile home occupants. It also discusses typical problems present-
ed by mobile home relocations such as zoning, replacement resources and entry requirements. 

Topics: 
• Typical problems presented by mobile home relocations, zoning replacement resources, entry requirements
• Mobile homes: real property or personal property
• General relocation benefits for mobile home occupants: advisory assistance, moving and related expenses
• Categories of mobile home displaces 

FACILITATOR:  
Brad K. Thomas, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, holds Bachelor’s degrees in Education and Zoology from the University of Wyoming.  Mr. 
Thomas also has a Relocation Certification from the IRWA and has been performing relocation assistance under the provisions 
of the Uniform Act for the past seventeen years.  Brad is currently the Relocation Program Manager for HDR Engineering, a 
nationwide architectural, engineering and right of way consulting firm.  He has been involved in right of way and real estate 
activities for over 30 years as a title examiner, pipeline right of way consultant, oil and gas landman and right of way agent.  
Prior to working at HDR, Brad was the Relocation Program Manager for the Washington State Department of Transportation, 
providing leadership for WSDOT staff and guidance for local public agencies.  Mr. Thomas has developed relocation training 
courses for internal department and company use, and is currently consulting on relocation in numerous states.

Who should take this course:
This course is designed to provide the experienced relocation person with the critical elements involved in the relocation of 
mobile homes. 

C-503 MOBILE HOME RELOCATION 
MARCH 19, 2013

Sign Up Before 

2/20/13 for $50 off

COURSE COORDINATOR:
Lori Hathaway
PO Box 2354
Salem, OR 97308-2354
Phone: (503) 399-8002
Fax: (503) 399-8003
Email: lhathaway@ufsrw.com

CLASS LOCATION:
DoubleTree
1590 Weston Ct. NE
Salem, OR 97301
Phone: (503) 581-7004

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Please contact the Course 
Coordinator for suggestions 
regarding local hotel 
accommodations. 
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Credentialing 
Generalist:  An intermediate course that can be applied towards the ARWP, 
RWP or SR/WA program.
Specialist:  Required course for the R/W-AC, R/W-RAC and R/W-URAC pro-
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* PLEASE NOTE:  To ensure proper registration & credit, if registering for someone other than yourself, you MUST 
use their log in information.

Or, to mail or fax: 
Course Registration Form (U.S.) 
Course Registration Form (Canada)

Start Date:                  03/20/2013
End Date:                    03/20/2013
No. of Days:                1 day
Course Level:              Intermediate
CEU Credits:                8.00
Class Time:                  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Tuition: 
•  Early Registration (on or before 2/19/13): Member: $250.00, Non-Member: $315.00 (includes $35 facility fee)
•  Standard Registration (on or after 2/20/13): Member: $300.00, Non-Member: $365.00 (includes $35 facility fee)

Course Description:   
This course requires a thorough understanding of the relocation process.  This course begins with an awareness exam; then, in 
case-study format, covers residential relocation issues. There is a detailed analysis of each case study so that participants un-
derstand the lead agency’s theory behind its interpretation of the situation.  Facts are applied in order to simulate a relocation 
that is consistent with the intent of the Uniform Act. 

Topics: 

FACILITATOR:  
Brad K. Thomas, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, holds Bachelor’s degrees in Education and Zoology from the University of Wyoming.  Mr. 
Thomas also has a Relocation Certification from the IRWA and has been performing relocation assistance under the provisions 
of the Uniform Act for the past seventeen years.  Brad is currently the Relocation Program Manager for HDR Engineering, a 
nationwide architectural, engineering and right of way consulting firm.  He has been involved in right of way and real estate 
activities for over 30 years as a title examiner, pipeline right of way consultant, oil and gas landman and right of way agent.  
Prior to working at HDR, Brad was the Relocation Program Manager for the Washington State Department of Transportation, 
providing leadership for WSDOT staff and guidance for local public agencies.  Mr. Thomas has developed relocation training 
courses for internal department and company use, and is currently consulting on relocation in numerous states.

Who should take this course:
This course is designed for experienced right of way practitioners who are in the field of relocation assistance. 

C-505  ADVANCED RESIDENTIAL RELOCATION
  ASSISTANCE 
MARCH 20, 2013

Sign Up Before 

2/20/13 for $50 off

COURSE COORDINATOR:
Lori Hathaway
PO Box 2354
Salem, OR 97308-2354
Phone: (503) 399-8002
Fax: (503) 399-8003
Email: lhathaway@ufsrw.com

CLASS LOCATION:
DoubleTree
1590 Weston Ct. NE
Salem, OR 97301
Phone: (503) 581-7004

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Please contact the Course 
Coordinator for suggestions 
regarding local hotel 
accommodations. 
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Credentialing 
Generalist:  An intermediate course that can be applied towards the ARWP, 
RWP or SR/WA program.
Specialist:  Required course for the R/W-AC, R/W-RAC and R/W-URAC pro-

• Limited Housing Resources
• Large Dwelling/Small Household
• Seasonal Residences
• Relocatees Receiving Public Assistance

• DS & S Standards and Occupancy Codes
• Barrier Free Housing
• Major Exterior Attributes and Carve-Outs
• Partial Interest Owners
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News

Chapter 3 has scheduled to meet 
March 9th for our annual planning 
meeting. The Meeting will be held at 
Eilene Gehrke, SR/WA, Ch 3 Awards 
Chair. Email her for directions to her 
home at elgehrke.srwa@gmail.com

Ch 3 Planning 
Meeting  

Beaver State Chapter 3 has a New Member ...

We would like to welcome 
Luke Leahy and Robert Conley 
as new members to chapter 
3. Pictured is Jim Lingeman, 
SR/WA, Chapter 3 President 
swearing in new member Luke 
Leahy. Luke is part owner and 
partner of Multnomah Ap-
praisal Group and Robert 
works at Lynx Professional Ser-
vices .

I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Luke and Robert 
from all of us here at IRWA 
Chapter 3.

IRWA 
Picture
Quiz

Ch 3 Historian’s

Can you name everyone in this photo 
from 1987? (email answer to bbliss@ufsrw.com)

January
Lunch Meeting
We would like to thank Lance Siebler from Pittman 
& Brooks, P.C. for sharing his knowledge of the IRS 
Tax code as it pertains to 1031 and 1033 exchanges 
and the difference between them. Lance was very 
detailed and informative, to the point that a subject, 
that could be considered arcane, became interest-
ing and easily comprehended by us Average Joes 
and Jills. Thanks again Lance for improving our IRS 
Math and increasing our IQ on the 1031 and 1033 
exchange. 

mailto:elgehrke.srwa%40gmail.com?subject=Meeting%20Directions%20March%209
mailto:bbliss%40ufsrw.com?subject=Answers%20to%20Historian%20Quiz
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Relocation:  The 49.24 Shades of Grey
The days of book stores and video stores seem to be numbered.  The Kindle, Netflix and other items have changed the 
way we shop and do business.  What happens when your relocate wants to go out of business but immediately start 
another?  That’s the premise for the question this month.  This column is for entertainment purposes only.  Do not take 
anything in this column as regulatory advice.  When you come to a situation where you are unsure how to proceed go 
ask the person in your agency or organization who has the authority to make those calls.  We are not those people.
  
 You have a business displacee running a family bookstore in 5,000 square feet in the building they own.  They 
let you know that they have decided that they do not want to run a bookstore anymore.  It is not profitable and 
all the electronic E-Readers have pretty much driven them into being a thing of the past.  They have looked 
around the community and discussed what to do and what business will turn a profit.  They have landed on the 
idea of opening an Adult Entertainment Club – i.e. Strip Club.  They are considering making an offer on a build-
ing of 5,000 square feet but will require conditional use permits and expect the process to be drawn out because 
there are no similar businesses in town.  They expect considerable legal fees to go through this process.  They are 
also considering hiring a firm to assess the profitability of such business in the town by performing a feasibility 
study.  They are not clear yet if they will need a Traffic Study but that will be driven by the responses to the feasi-
bility study and expected traffic generation.  Their question for you is what costs can be covered under § 24.303   
Related nonresidential eligible expenses- (b) Professional services.

Our three relocations wizards weigh in

 (1) There are 3 types of business moving payments, each with a different twist on what is considered eligible 
costs. First are the actual moving costs, where payment is based upon moving the business that is displaced. The busi-
ness that is displaced is a book store; the agency obligation is to move the book store under an actual cost move. Most 
of the costs the owners wish to incur are those related to a new type of business and not to moving the existing busi-
ness. Those costs are not eligible actual cost moves. The second type of move cost is the re-establishment expense. This 
expense relates to the costs to restart a business at a new site, but is not tightly linked to the needs of moving the exist-
ing business. Costs that are claimable for the new operation under the re-establishment rules can be claimed. The third 
type of cost is the in-lieu of payment. Once a business qualifies for this type of payment, there are no strings attached as 
to how the monies are used. The primary action the business owner must take is to vacate the acquired property. This 
may be the most beneficial type of payment for this business, as well as the easiest to document for the agency. If your 
agency has an approved manual that directs you differently than the above, you must respect those interpretations. 
 
 (2) § 24.303   Related nonresidential eligible expenses.

 The following expenses, in addition to those provided by § 24.301 for moving personal property, shall be pro-
vided if the Agency determines that they are actual, reasonable and necessary: (b) Professional services performed prior 
to the purchase or lease of a replacement site to determine its suitability for the displaced person’s business operation 
including but not limited to, soil testing, feasibility and marketing studies (excluding any fees or commissions directly 
related to the purchase or lease of such site). At the discretion of the Agency a reasonable pre-approved hourly rate may 
be established. (See appendix A, § 24.303(b).)

 • They are considering making an offer on a building of 5,000 square feet but will require 
  conditional use permits and expect the process to be drawn out because there are no similar    
  businesses in town.  They expect considerable legal fees to go through this process. 

Time spent in obtaining permits and attending zoning hearings for a conditional use permit is eligible under 24.301(g)
(17).  The business can perform this work themselves or have a representative do this for them.  In this situation it ap-
pears that they will use an attorney.  The time spent performing this work is eligible under 24.301(g)(17) and the statu-
tory maximum amount allowable for reimbursement to the business is $2,500.     

    Chapter 3 
Special

...continued on next page 
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Special
 • They are also considering hiring a firm to assess the profitability of such business in the 
  town by performing a feasibility study. 

Assessing the new business profitability is not considered a feasibility study for determining the suitability of the re-
placement site.  That would be considered a study to determine the feasibility of the type of business they are choosing 
to become, not the  replacement site location.

 • They are not clear yet if they will need a Traffic Study but that will be driven by the 
  responses to the feasibility study and expected traffic generation. 

Professional services performed to prepare a traffic study would be considered reasonable and necessary when deter-
mining if a replacement site is a good location for the business. 
 
As the relocation agent, advisory services is extremely important with businesses.  When a business decides to change 
the type of business they currently operate, making sure they’ve prepared a business plan for this new business venture 
is very important. Of course the business plan is not an eligible relocation expense!  Changing business types for any-
one is a risk decision, so working closely with the displaced business and preparing pre-approvals is an important factor.  
Providing them advisory services and knowing in advance what is reimbursable will be very important to them when 
making decisions. They may want to consider the Fixed Payment in lieu of reestablishment and moving expenses.  Be-
ing able to provide them those monetary figures will be beneficial in helping the business make an educated decision. 
 
Always remember, claims must be considered Actual, Reasonable and Necessary.  

 (3) The feasibility study and possibly the traffic study would be covered under 24.303.  The actual, rea-
sonable and necessary test applies here.
 
 Time spent by the owner obtaining conditional use permits could be covered under the site search 
benefit, 24.301(g)(17), as could necessary attorney fees (as per Appendix A of the regulations). Again, the ac-
tual, reasonable and necessary test applies and the benefit is limited to $2,500. 

 Permits are paid as an actual cost move, however, the amount covered may be based on the remaining 
useful life of any existing permits as per 24.301(g)(11).

So there are your answers for this month.  And for all of you who have read this far,  I wish for you the gift of 
never having to face this situation and explain the rules to the small city that  finds themselves feeling like 
they are bankrolling a strip club.  Next month - Right of Way relocation estimates for Draft Environmental Im-
pact Statements – how deep do you dig?

Last Call For - Business Card Space
If you are interested in placing a business card in the newsletter, or if you would like to  continue to occupy 
business card space, please submit your request, business card (email jpg) and payment to Universal Field 
Services c/o Beavertales, PO Box 2354, Salem, OR 97308.  

Cost for business card space is $40. Please make checks payable to Beaver State Chapter 3. All space is for one 
calendar year to begin in January, 2013. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Barry Bliss at 503.399.8002 or email him at bbliss@ufsrw.com



Join us for the Joint Chapter 3 and Chapter 64
Right of Way Symposium

April 10- 11, 2013
IRWA Region 7 Spring Forum

April 12, 2013
Downtown Hilton Hotel - Portland, OR

Two full days of Right of Way Training and Fun!

Name  __________________ Employer _________________________

Address   ________________ City/ State/ Zip _________________________

Telephone  _______________  Email ____________________________

SY
M

PO
SI

U
M

Number Attending: ___________ @ $_____________ = $______________
    (Late Registration at the Door for $300)

Send Registration to: Lori Hathaway, Universal Field Services, PO Box 2354, Salem, 
OR  97308-2354 – Email lhathaway@ufsrw.com    

CEU’s Contact us for Information 

DISCOUNTED RATE of $75.00 for THE REGION 7 SPRING FORUM 
(See Attached) if you Register for the two day Symposium – total cost for 

members for both the Symposium and the Forum would be $300.00

For more information, call Leslie Finnigan at (503) 709-1916 or email: lfinnigan@ufsrw.com
or Eilene Gehrke at (503) 956-9751 or email: egehrke@ufsrw.com

Contact the Hilton Hotel for special discounted room rates at $140 per night, 
but spaces are limited so contact soon.      

Symposium Sessions Schedule Attached

     It’s time to get reacquainted with Right of Way in the Northwest! 
We hope that you will join us for a great opportunity to hone your 
skills in Real Estate, Appraisal and Right of Way practices. You don’t 
want to pass up this opportunity to network with some of the best 
in the business! Register today, for this great event as well as the 
IRWA Region 7 Spring Forum. Stick around and take advantage of 
the registration discount for attending both events.

Official Registration for the Symposium and the Spring Forum is Open!

Conference Registration is $225 for IRWA Members;  
Non IRWA Members is  $275 – make checks payable to IRWA Chapter 3.

Pay Online with Paypal - Go to www.irwachapter3.com click the linked 
marked Symposium Online Payment and follow the instructions. 



Symposium ScheduleWednesday
April 10, 2013

Welcome - Jim Lingeman, SR/WA, Chapter 3 President8:00am 
Guest Speaker 8:15 - 8:45am
The Government Lead Economy - Is the Government going to continue to 
build?

8:45 - 9:45am 
Break 9:45 - 10:00am

10:00 - 12:00pm Room 1 Room 2 

1:15 - 3:15pm Room 1 Room 2 

3:30 - 5:00pm Room 1 Room 2 

Yellow Book Appraisals & When is 
it Necessary

Dean Potter, MAI 

BPA – I-5 Corridor Panel 
Discussion 

Jackie Margeson, Moderator & Panel

Relocation Round Table 

Brad Thomas, SR/WA, Lou Schwab, SR/WA 
and DOT Representatives

The Condemnation Process 
– Oregon & Washington – 

Nicole DeFever and Amanda Philly

50 Ways to Lose Your Funding
 

Dave Leighow, FHWA

Relocation Round Table Cont’d

Brad Thomas, SR/WA, Lou Schwab, SR/WA 
and DOT Representatives

Social Gathering5:30 - 7:00pm

Break3:15 - 3:30pm

Lunch12:00 - 1:15pm

Thursday 
April 11, 2013 Schedule

8:00 - 10:00am Room 1 Room 2 

10:15 - 12:00pm Room 1 Room 2 

1:30 - 3:30pm Room 1 Room 2 

Appraising Wetlands – When to
 Mitigate - Appraisal & Environmental Pres.

Speaker  TBA

Project Management  

Dan Beardsley, SR/WA

History of Survey

Tim Kent, PLS

Project Management Cont’d 

Dan Beardsley, SR/WA

Acquisition Best Practices 
 

Joe Gray, Cynthia Fraser, Wes Smith and 
Steve Hansen

 Rural/Farm/Timber Appraisals what to 
do when the road leaves town

 

Carl Stillman, MAI

Break3:30- 3:45pm

Luncheon12:00 - 1:30pm

Break10:00 - 10:15am

Right of Way Game Show3:45 - 5:00pm
Wrap up and What’s Next
Raffle Drawing for those who stay!!

5:30 - 7:00pm Region 7 Welcome Reception



Briefs

Region 7 Spring 2013 Forum
April 12th, 2013
Portland, OR Hilton

Register for the CHAPTER 3 SYMPOSIUM 
April 10th - 11th 

If you have any questions regarding the registration for this event, please contact
 Leslie Finnigan, SR/WA at lfinnigan@ufsrw.com; Phone 503-399-8002 or 

Eilene Gehrke, at egehrke@ufsrw.com; Phone 503-956-9751

Hosted by Beaver State Chapter 3

First Name  __________________ Last Name _____________________

Email Address   _____________________________________________

Company   ________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________

Registration: $100 _____ Price for Friday Dinner is $40.00 No. Attending _____

City  ______________ State  ______________ Zip Code ____________

Guest Name: ___________________  Total Amount: $________________

REGISTRATION FORM
Price per person $100.00

Checks Payable to IRWA Chapter 3
• Thursday Night Social 5:30pm - 7:00pm
• Friday Forum 8am - 5pm
• Lunch with Chapter 3

HILTON HOTEL, Downtown Portland
921 Southwest 6th Avenue, Portland, OR 97204

(503) 226-1611
Region 7 Forum

Price $140.00 per night

Do I need a car? The answer is No.
The Max offers service from the airport to the hotel. 

If its in Portland you can get there on the Max.

Please send all Registration and payments to Region 7 Spring Forum 
c/o Universal Field Services, PO Box 2354, Salem, Oregon 97308-2354 

Friday Dinner at 
WIDMER GASTHAUS PUB

955 N. Russell St., Portland, OR 97227
(503) 281-3333

$40.00 per person
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Owen Bartels, MAI
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Cont.

Member Spotlight Continued...
  The big lay off in the 1970’s, because of the economy and Government cut backs, took Louie to the County road 
department where he learned to build the roads that he had been writing legals and buying property for, a perfect blend 
of his work backgrounds.

 “And in this time span Val and I started our first Co-Ed Fitness Center/Gym,’’ he says.  “We spent 20 years owning and 
operating three clubs in the Vancouver area, after we retired from the county, before selling them and moving back to work 
for Clark County.’’

 Val was in the Construction Section and Louie in the Real Property Service Section.   “I was back to negotiating and 
loving not being in business for myself.’’

 Enter IRWA. “It was part of the program for our RPS section to belong to the IRWA and that’s where it begins,’’ Bene-
dict says.  “It was also the beginning of lots of fun and interesting classes with good instructors.  Any way for me it was fun 
because if you have never been in business for yourself and not had to guide, pamper, instruct, hire and fire with a staff of 
60 employees than you may not appreciate working for someone else/organization like Val and I now do.  It’s also nice to 
have a paid day off now and then.’’

 This last employment with Clark County has lasted about 14 years and as an IRWA member it has been rewarding,’’ 
Louie says. “For me it’s having the opportunity to take job-related IRWA offered classes to better myself and hopefully our 
section and make my job much more enjoyable.  Yes there are ups and downs but, hey, show me where it says everything 
has to be milk and honey. 

 “So here I am many years later, an IRWA member with my SR/WA designation and still so much more to learn and 
going strong, a good job, great people to work with and a good supervisor, nice benefits and they even pay me to take 
vacations.  Hard to believe how it has turned out so well.’’  

Valentines Cartoons...
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Briefs
Beaver State Chapter 3, International Right of Way Association

Board Meeting Minutes for January 11 , 2013
 Ernesto’s Restaurant – 8544 SW Apple Way, Portland, Oregon

Call to Order:  President Elect Matt Gossett, SR/WA called the meeting to order at 10:48 a.m.

Determination of Quorum:  Secretary Ken Hoffman determined that a quorum was present with 
proxies.

Officer Reports
President: Jim Lingeman, SR/WA...
President-Elect: Matt Gossett
Vice President: Regina Thompson, SR/WA
Secretary’s Report/Minutes from previous month — Ken Hoffman ...send out in email
Treasurer’s Report: Account balance confirmed and presented to the board.

Old Business 

•  Meeting Location Options & Technology Options– Diane McLoughlin in process of putting to-
gether report for next meeting.  Ernesto’s has WIFI now. Alternative sites still being considered.

•  Region 7 Goals for SR/WA. Course needs Reporting – Linda Birth, SR/WA  candidates for SR/WA 
report ready; 25+/- folks ready;

•  Proposed expense sheet for forum: It was motioned to approve and seconded; board approved.

New Business

•  New Members/Outgoing members, Dan Benson, SR/WA reports: Robert L. Conley, Luke B. Leahy 
incoming; Linda Norwood outgoing to CA. A motion was made to approve and seconded; board ap-
proved.  Chapter membership 70% retention...goal is 93% to receive one free ticket to Virginia.

•  Education Courses & Education Outreach – Lori Hathaway & Regina Thompson, SR/WA...course 
coordinator class still in works.  Folks are signing up for scheduled classes (see newsletter).

•  Presidents Call Update & Tasks: Jim Lingeman, SR/WA... Conference in West Virginia, March 22 early 
sign-up.

•  Update 2013 Spring Forum: Portland, OR, April 10th, 11th & 12th – Leslie Finnigan, SR/WA.  Tim 
Kent is the scheduled speaker from the PLSO organization.  Right-of-way jeopardy mentioned as a 
forum activity.

•  2018 International Conference bid: Jim Lingeman & Leslie Finnigan.  Paper work in this month to 
bid.

Committee Chair Reports      
  
•  Professional Development: 4 new SR/WA recipients.  Get those names from Linda Birth.
•  Environment — John Hooson.  Jeff Montgomery will present at annual...may take over environ-

mental from John.
•  Relocation: Glenn Bridger (interim)
•  Transportation: Rod Bliss, SR/WA received an email forward from FHWA...permit of entry qualifica-

tions...further discussion and email follow-up concerning permits of entry.

11:47 am Adjourned
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8  IRWA Chapter 3
 Board Meeting and 
 General Meeting at  
 Ernesto’s

1       February Newsletter
             Information Deadine 

FEBRUARY
February

Newsletter 
Information 

Deadline

12 C-403 Easement 
 Valuation 
 Facilitator: 
 NORMAN LEE, SR/WA, RW-AC 
 Site: Radisson, PDX
 Coordinator: 
 Seth Hemelstrand

*** Class starts at 8:00am

C-403 Easement 
Valuation

Portland, OR
8am - 5pm

IRWA CH 3
Board Meeting

10:30am
 Lunch 12:00pm
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March
Newsletter 

Information 
Deadline

MARCH

8  IRWA Chapter 3
 Board Meeting and 
 General Meeting at  
 Ernesto’s

1     March Newsletter              
          Information Deadline

IRWA CH 3
Board Meeting

10:30am
 Lunch 12:00pm

C-503 Early 
Registration 
Deadline for 

$50.00 off

19 C-503 Mobile Home 
 Relocation
 Facilitator: 
 Brad Thomas, SR/WA, RW-AC 
 Site: DoubleTree, Salem, OR
 Coordinator: 
 Lori Hathaway

*** Class starts at 8:00am

19 C-503 Mobile Home  
 Relocation 
 Early Registration 
 (on or before 2/19/13):  
 Recieve $50.00 off Course

C-503 Mobile 
Hm Relocation 

Salem, OR
8am - 5pm

C-505 Advanced 
Res. Relocation 

Salem, OR
8am - 5pm

C-505 Early 
Registration 
Deadline for 

$50.00 off

20 C-505 Advanced 
 Residential Relocation  
 Assistance
 Early Registration 
 (on or before 2/20/13):  
 Recieve $50.00 off Course

20 C-505 Advanced 
 Residential Relocation  
 Assistance
 Facilitator: 
 Brad Thomas, SR/WA, RW-AC 
 Site: DoubleTree, Salem, OR
 Coordinator: 
 Lori Hathaway

*** Class starts at 8:00am

9     Chapter 3 Annual Planning  
          Meeting

IRWA CH 3
Annual Planning 

Meeting



Chapter 3

Awards/Recognition
Eilene Gehrke, SR/WA
elgehrke.srwa@gmail.com
503 956-9751

Asset Property Management
Steve Planchon
planchonconsulting@gmail.com
503 286-2216 

Education Chair
Lori Hathaway
lhathaway@ufsrw.com
503-551-5552

Environment
John Hooson, Vice Chair of
IRWA Environmental Committee
landsolutions1@frontier.com
503 439-9423

Historian
Leslie Finnigan, SRWA
lfinnigan@ufsrw.com
503 709-1916

Local Public Agency
Steve Fox, SR/WA
sfox@epicland.com

Meeting Coordinator
Diane McLaughlin 
diane@rowainc.com

Membership
Dan Benson, SR/WA
irwadan@gmail.com
360 773-8334

Parliamentarian
Jerry Swan, SR/WA
Jerry.D.SWAN@odot.state.or.us
503 731-8443 work
aprilgswan2@comcast.net
503 231-7353 home

Professional Development
Linda Birth, SR/WA
lbirth@msn.com
503 244-2429
Co. Chair
John Deyo, SR/WA
john.deyo@portlandoregon.gov

Newsletter, Publicity & Promo
Barry Bliss, Editor
bbliss@ufsrw.com
503 399-8002

Relocation Assistance
Glenn Bridger (Interim)
gbridger@teleport.com

Survey and Engineering
Patrick Hinds, SR/WA
patrick.j.hinds@multco.us

Transportation
Rod Bliss, SR/WA
rodbliss@epicland.com
503 490-6933

Utilities
Kayla Carol, SR/WA
KaylaCarol@PacifiCorp.com
503 813-6253

Pipeline
Vacant

Valuation
Jo Ellen Jarvis, MAI
jojarvis@jarvisappraisal.net
360-835-7070

Immediate Past President 
Dawneen Dostert
waendur@comcast.net
360 904-3187

President 
Jim Lingeman, SR/WA
jim.lingeman@gmail.com
360 909-0855

President-Elect
Matt Gossett
mattinpdx@gmail.com

Vice President 
Regina Thompson, SR/WA
rthompson@ufsrw.com
503 399-8002

Secretary
Ken Hoffman
Ken.s.hoffman@multco.us

Treasurer 
Shannon Fish
sfish@ufsrw.com

Committee Chairs for 2012 - 2013
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Officers 2012 - 2013


